
@LetKidsThrive

Securing Our Future: The Need
for a Pathway to Citizenship for
Dreamers

For the past twelve years, the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program has allowed hundreds
of thousands of Dreamers — immigrants who entered the
country as children — to go to school, work, and build their
lives with lessened fears of deportation. However, this
program was always meant to be replaced with a path to
permanent status. 

Over the last decade, Congress has attempted and failed to
pass a legislative solution that would replace DACA and
provide a pathway to citizenship for Dreamers. An
estimated 100,000 undocumented students will graduate
from high school every year over the next three years and
the vast majority will not qualify for DACA due to its
narrow and outdated eligibility guidelines.

Now, the DACA program and the population that it
protects are at risk as a DACA case moves through the
court system and could land at the Supreme Court. Should
the Court decide to end DACA without Congressional
relief, the impacts will affect recipients, their families, and
families across the country as a whole.
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Nearly 600,000 current recipients of DACA would lose their work
authorization and deferred status. Many DACA recipients have
been enrolled in the program for over a decade, and losing status
would be a massive disruption to the lives they have built. 
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What would DACA rescission mean for…

DACA recipients?

Family Unity: Many DACA recipients have built families in the
United States. A recent survey of DACA recipients found that — at
least once per day — 71 percent of parents think about being
separated from their children and 68 percent worry that they won’t
be able to watch their children grow up.

https://twitter.com/letkidsthrive?lang=en
https://www.fwd.us/news/undocumented-high-school-graduates/
https://www.fwd.us/news/daca-court-case/
http://childrenthriveaction.org/
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/data/Active_DACA_Recipients_March_FY23_qtr2.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/2023-survey-of-daca-recipients-highlights-economic-advancement-continued-uncertainty-amid-legal-limbo/
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1.3 million people who live with a DACA recipient would be impacted by a recission, including the 300,000
U.S.-born children who have parents with DACA.
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The children of DACA recipients?
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Education and Careers: After receiving DACA, more than half of
recipients reported moving to jobs with better pay that match
their education, training, and career aspirations. Ninety-nine
percent of DACA recipients have graduated from high school and,
despite being ineligible for federal aid, nearly half have attained at
least some college education. The thousands of DACA recipients
who are currently enrolled in postsecondary education may face a
hard time finishing their degrees if they lose their status and work
authorization. The rescission of DACA would upend thousands of
careers and jeopardize futures. 

Mental Health: In the wake of the court rulings challenging the
DACA program, recipients have reported feelings of sadness,
despair, anxiety, and even instances of self harm and attempted
suicide.

Health Care Access: The program led to increased health care
access for DACA recipients through employer-sponsored and
private health insurance. Without DACA, many will lose their
health coverage, including those with employer-sponsored
insurance or Affordable Care Act coverage, as well as those whose
increased earnings enabled them to afford private insurance.

Economic Stability: DACA decreased the likelihood of recipient
households living in poverty by 38 percent. With the loss of
DACA, children will be at increased risk of housing instability and
food insecurity, which is harmful for young children’s
development and long-term health outcomes. 

Physical and Mental Health: Without DACA, the program’s
positive impacts, like decreased stress and improvements in
mental and physical health among recipients, would likely be
reversed. The positive impacts of the program on children’s health
would also be lost, as research demonstrates that the children of
DACA recipients have better mental health outcomes and the
children of DACA-eligible mothers have improved birth outcomes.
If their parents lose their health insurance due to job loss or other
reasons, this could also impact their children’s coverage.
Furthermore, separation from a parent due to deportation or even
the fear of losing a parent has serious negative short- and long-
term consequences for children, affecting their brain
development, behavior, and mental and physical health. 

https://twitter.com/letkidsthrive?lang=en
http://childrenthriveaction.org/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/#:~:text=DACA%20recipients%20and%20their%20households%20are%20critical%2C%20too%2C%20in%20local,jeopardy%20if%20DACA%20goes%20away.
https://www.fwd.us/news/daca-anniversary/
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/undocumented-students-in-higher-education-updated-march-2021/
https://cisneros.columbian.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs4786/files/2022-10/2022-10-11-one-pager-consequences-of-inaction-on-daca.pdf
https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/10145/can-authorization-reduce-poverty-among-undocumented-immigrants-evidence-from-the-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-program
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/5-ways-poverty-harms-children
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0002764214550288
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-016-0354-x
https://repec.iza.org/dp11469.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S187628592100379X
https://poverty.ucdavis.edu/post/daca-associated-improved-birth-outcomes-among-mexican-immigrant-mothers
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/2018_ourchildrensfearsummary.pdf
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U.S. communities?
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Essential Workforce: During the pandemic,
approximately 343,000 DACA recipients were
employed as essential workers, representing more
than three-quarters of working DACA recipients.
Additionally, approximately 45,000 DACA
recipients worked in health care settings, including
during the height of the pandemic, despite lacking
equitable access to protect their own health.

DACA recipients are integral members of the American workforce, holding essential jobs as teachers, health
care workers, and grocery store clerks, among many other professions. The effects would be immediate, as
18,000 people would lose their jobs every single month for the next two years at a time when workforce
shortages threaten the economy.

Disruptions to Child Care and Education: If DACA
ends, 600 personal care workers in child and senior
care will lose their jobs each month. This would
happen even as families continue to struggle to access
quality, affordable child care. Additionally, an
estimated 20,000 teachers will eventually lose their
work authorization, impacting countless schools and
students across the country.
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The Biden Administration must use all possible administrative levers to protect DACA
recipients at risk of losing their status. Possible avenues include expanding and
modernizing administrative immigration relief options for undocumented immigrants
with U.S. citizen spouses, children, and other dependent family members.  

Congress must pass legislation like S. 365/H.R. 6 to secure a pathway to citizenship as
permanent relief for all Dreamers. DACA recipients and their families should not have
their livelihoods tied to the whims of the courts, and undocumented youth who call this
country home should not continue to face an uncertain future. DACA was never meant
to be a permanent solution. The time for action is now.

Urgent action is needed to protect children and families
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https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
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https://www.uschamber.com/workforce/understanding-americas-labor-shortage
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/365
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6

